In the space of about six square miles lay more than 52 000 dead and wounded. About 6700 were Prussians, 15 000 were from the allied army, and the rest were French.
So how were the British army medical services organised to meet the demands of such a conflict?
There is little in the way of official documentation so our knowledge is dependent on numerous fragmentary sources. Essentially the medical services could be divided into three parts: army medical department; ordnance medical department (for the artillery); separate establishment for the household troops.
The army medical department was itself divisible into three: the administrative officers, the hospital or medical staff, and the regimental medical organi? sation.3 Such background information is necessary to un? ravel the way in which the medical services functioned during the battie itself. We can probably summarise as follows. When a soldier fell wounded on the field it was 
Early in the battle this first line medical help was

